Congress of te United States
Washinnton, [C 20513

October 24, 2017

The Honorable Scott Pruitt

Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington. D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Pruitt:

We write with great interest and concern regarding the Agency’s management of the
Integrated Risk Information System (“IRIS™) program. and specifically the Environmental
Protection Agency's (EPA) 2010 IRIS Toxicology Review of Chloroprene (Chloroprene
Review).

As you are aware, the IRIS program was originally developed to identify and characterize
the health hazards found in the environment. For many years, the program has served as an
effective way to advance EPA’s mission of protecting human health and the environment.
However, in recent years, the Government Accountability Office and the National Research
Council have identified examples where they believe IRIS reviews conducted by the Agency
needed improvement. '+ Congress has also given EPA similar directives to improve
deficiencies within the IRIS program.*

The Chloroprene Review is ane example of the challenges created by IRIS reviews.
Chloroprene is the chemical building block of neoprene. a synthetic rubber with numerous
military, automotive. and medical applications. Denka Performance Elastomer (DPE) is the only
manufacturer of chloroprene in the United States and operates a plant in LaPlace, Louisiana that
directly employs 200-250 people in manufacturing jobs and another 125 to 150 contractors. The
data offered in the Chloroprene Review was used in 1EPA’s 2011 National Air Toxics
Assessment (NATA), which identified the LaPlace facility as creating the greatest offsite risk of
cancer in the country. As a result, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LLDEQ)
has worked with EPA and DPE to measure concentrations of chloroprene emissions around the
plant over a period of several months. Additionally, DPI: has voluntarily agreed to an
Administrative Order of Consent with LDEQ to install new control technologies and other
measures designed to reduce chloroprene emissions.
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